[Surgical repair of the spleen in children].
Splenectomy is the easiest solution, and a still widespread surgical approach for the management of traumatic spleen rupture. Nevertheless, the evidence of an increased risk of overwhelming sepsis in splenectomy patients has encouraged the development of techniques for organ repair and conservation. We report on four patients with spleen rupture repaired surgically in our institution. In two of them we performed a splenorrhaphy alone and in the remaining two this was completed with a partial splenectomy. There were no immediate or late postoperative complications. The patients have been followed-up for periods ranging from 1 to 2 1/2 years and all show isotopic evidence of spleen activity in amount related to the remaining organ. We feel that splenic repair and conservation is possible in most cases and must always be given a trial.